
  

                     Parra Notes March 15, 2008 
  

Hello Friends, 
 
I was so proud to present Patricia Cowles as the 2008 Woman of the Year for the 30th Assembly 
District.  The Woman of the Year event is held annually to commemorate extraordinary women in 
California actively working toward making a difference in their respective communities. On 
Monday, March 10, 2008 honorees convened in Sacramento for a special ceremony held on the 
floor of the State Assembly.  
 
Pat embodies the wonderful spirit of community and giving that is so prevalent throughout the 30th 
Assembly District.  She has been a teacher, a mentor, and a friend to so many individuals 
throughout her life.  Pat is devoted to improving the lives of those around her and to making this 
world a much better place.  This honor is just a small token of appreciation for the many terrific 
things Pat has done for our community. 
 
Patricia Cowles taught English as a Second Language (ESL) for almost two decades with the 
Bakersfield Adult School, including terms as ESL Department Chair and as a mentor teacher.  She 
helped establish and run a “Conversation Café” for students on weekends that paired English 
language learners with volunteers from the Kern County community so students could gain greater 
confidence in speaking English.  Pat has been given a number of educational awards based on her 
commitment to students and the school district.  She is married to Jim Cowles and they are proud 
parents of two children and their four grandchildren. 
 
Pat is a former Peace Corps volunteer, along with husband Jim, in Malawi, Africa where she 
trained young African women to be teachers.  Belonging to one of the very first Peace Corps 
projects launched by the United States helped shape her desire to teach and give to others.  She has 
been a long-time volunteer with the local Habitat for Humanity and volunteered for a week in 
New Orleans to help with the recovery effort after Hurricane Katrina.  Currently, she tutors 
two second-grade classes every week in Bakersfield. 
 
Congratulations, Pat! 
………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
What’s Happening in Sacramento 
 
Congratulations to many communities within the 30th Assembly District that received grants 



from the California Employment Development Department to combat gang violence and 
provide training for at-risk youth.  The grants were awarded as part of the Governor’s California 
Gang Reduction, Intervention, and Prevention (CalGRIP) initiative.  Recipients included the City 
of Kingsburg (part of the City of Sanger application), the City of Huron, the City of 
Bakersfield, Fresno County, and Tulare County. 
 
The Kings County Area Public Transit Agency has received funding for three transportation 
projects through the Public Transportation, Modernization, Improvement, and Service 
Enhancement Account (PTMISEA) from the California Department of Transportation.  The 
PTMISEA is one of the programs included in Proposition 1B, passed by voters in 2006.  The 
Fresno County Council of Governments has also received funding from the PTMISEA program 
for three public transit projects in the County.  Kudos to both organizations. 
 
The Department of Housing and Community Development awarded the cities of Avenal, 
Corcoran, and Wasco grants from the State Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) 
program.  These grants help communities lay the groundwork for affordable housing and economic 
development activities that will benefit lower-income households. 
 
I am pleased to announce that the California Department of Housing and Community Development 
has awarded a loan from the Multifamily Housing Program to Corporation for Better 
Housing.  The loan is applied to the acquisition and rehabilitation of new construction of rental 
housing at the Lamont Family Apartments in the City of Lamont. 
 
The California Department of Public Health has provided a funding grant to Kit Carson Union 
School District in Hanford through the Safe Drinking Water Bond Law program.   
………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
My Legislative Highlights 
 
As Chair of the Assembly Agriculture Committee, I convened an Informational Hearing to 
discuss the Leafy Greens Marketing Agreement (LGMA) and the Light Brown Apple Moth.  
The LGMA came to fruition last year when California farmers came together to increase 
expectations for food safety. Members of the LGMA are working collaboratively to protect public 
health by reducing potential sources of contamination in California-grown leafy greens.  I asked that 
Committee members be given a status report on the completion of the first year of the agreement. 
http://www.caleafygreens.ca.gov  
 
The Light Brown Apple Moth (LBAM) is a small moth originally from Australia.  It feeds on 
such a wide variety of plants that it is considered a significant threat to the environment as well as to 
agricultural crops.  LBAM has been detected in California.  More than 250 kinds of plants are 
targeted by this pest including trees, crops, and ornamental plants.  Recently, at least six bills were 
introduced in the State Assembly in relation to the LBAM.  As Chair, I wanted to make certain that 
the Committee members were prepared with the proper background information in ample time to 
discuss and debate the issue before we vote on these important agricultural bills. 
http://www.cdfa.ca.gov/phpps/PDEP/lbam/lbam_main.html  
 



………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
Constituents Visit Sacramento 
 
I spoke to separate gatherings of the Kern County Superintendents Advisory Committee and 
with representatives of the Kings County Office of Education at the Capitol.  We had an honest 
and frank discussion regarding the budget crisis and its impact on education.  We also discussed 
policy issues impacting legislation this year.  I am committed to working with my colleagues in the 
legislature to find ways to reduce the impact the budget crisis will have on schools.   
 
The Fresno Council of Governments was in Sacramento recently.  I spoke with them about my 
bill, AB 2342, to put the California Partnership for the San Joaquin Valley into statute.  In speaking 
to the Fresno COG, I also wanted to express my gratitude to Barbara Goodwin for her leadership, as 
she prepares to retire later this year. 
 
Tulare County Supervisor Judy Case came to discuss a number of issues with me and several 
legislators, including the impact of potential budget cuts on county government.  I also spoke with 
Supervisor Case about the community of Lanare and several of their concerns, particularly in 
regards to water. 
 
I enjoyed meeting with Visalia Police Chief Bob Carden and other Tulare County law 
enforcement officials regarding booking fees, supplemental law enforcement funds, early prisoner 
release, and grant funding.  I also spoke with them regarding AB 2061, my bill that would allow 
local School Attendance Review Boards (SARB) to levy greater penalties to keep kids in school and 
off the street during typical school hours. 
 
It was a pleasure to speak with a bunch of bright and engaged students from Heritage Elementary 
School in Tulare County.  They were in Sacramento on a class field trip and I spoke with them 
about elected office and the qualities of public service before they headed off on a tour of the 
Capitol. 
 
………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
In the District 
 
I was pleased to honor two well-respected law enforcement officers from the 30th Assembly District 
who have announced their retirement after many years of dedicated service to communities in 
Kings County.  Commander Rene Hanavan of the Kings County Sheriff’s Department is 
stepping down after 29 years, and Hanford Police Department Captain David Scott is retiring 
after 31 years of fine service to the community.  Thank you to both fine gentlemen for their courage 
and commitment over the years. 
 
I also enjoyed meeting with former Fresno City Housing Manager Michael Sigala.  He just 
launched his own company called Sigala Incorporated, a consulting and development company that 
specializes in urban real estate and economics, planning, affordable housing, and project 
management. 
 



………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
Meeting Requests 
 
If you or your organization would like to set up a time to meet with me or would like for me to 
attend an event you are sponsoring, please feel free to contact my Executive Secretary Rozanne 
Jones at (916) 319-2030 or by e-mail at Rozanne.Jones@asm.ca.gov    
 
………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
Internships 
 
I am accepting applications for the internship program in my Hanford, Bakersfield and 
Sacramento offices. Candidates should be residents of the 30th Assembly District, possess solid 
research and communication skills, and have a strong interest in public policy and political issues 
facing the Central Valley. Applications can be found by going to: 
http://democrats.assembly.ca.gov/members/a30. 

For Hanford office internships contact Richard Valle at (559) 585-7170 or by e-mail at:                
Richard.Valle@asm.ca.gov 

For Bakersfield office internships contact Nerissa Robinson at (661) 334-3745 or by e-mail at: 
Nerissa.Robinson@asm.ca.gov 

For Sacramento office internships contact Derek Chernow at (916) 319-2030 or by e-mail at:  
Derek.Chernow@asm.ca.gov  
 

 
 

 
Bakersfield Office: 

601 24th St., 
Suite A 

Bakersfield, CA 93301 
Phone: (661) 334-3745 

Fax: (661) 334-3796  

 
Hanford Office: 
321 N. Douty St., 

Suite B 
Hanford, CA 93230 

Phone: (559) 585-7170 
Fax: (559) 585-7175  

 
Capitol Office: 

State Capitol 
P.O. Box 942849 

Sacramento, CA 94249 
Phone: (916) 319-2030 

Fax: (916) 319-2130  
 

Email: Assemblymember.Parra@assembly.ca.gov 
Web Site: http://democrats.assembly.ca.gov/members/a30/  
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